
23 December 2021

OFFICIAL NOTICE

STARTING REGULATIONS

At its meeting on 15th December 2021, the Board of Harness Racing New Zealand pursuant to Rule 860
approved a new set of Starting Regulations which will take effect on 1st January 2022. These replace the
Race Starting Procedures.

These amendments are the result of consultation with industry participants, the NZ Trainers & Drivers’
Association and the Racing Integrity Board.

A full copy of the Starting Regulations are attached, however, a summary of amendments approved is as
follows:

 Horses must be on the racetrack at least ten minutes prior to race start

 All gear (overcheck, hopple shortners, tongue strap, etc) must be in place prior to the three-minute
call

 Drivers are required to occupy their sulkies from the three-minute call unless permission is given by
the Starter to dismount

 Starters’ assistants will be removed from the track at the one-minute call if it is practical to do so.

Dated this 23rd day of December 2021.

Gary Woodham
Chief Executive
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