
22 December 2021

OFFICIAL NOTICE

AMENDMENTS TO HANDICAPPING REGULATIONS AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES
AND DRIVERS’ LICENCES REGULATIONS

At its meeting on 3rd December 2021, the Board of Harness Racing New Zealand approved the following
amendments to the Handicapping Regulations and associated Guiding Principles, and Drivers’ Licences
Regulations. These changes take effect on 1st January 2022.

These changes are as a result of work undertaken by a Working Group of industry participants and HRNZ
staff, followed by further consultation with the NZ Trainers & Drivers’ Association representatives.

A summary of the amendments approved is as follows:

• The R45 minimum rating limit for multiple race winners is removed

• The minimum R40 rating is reduced to R35 except for maidens who will remain at MR40.  The
Race Winners’ Matrix will be amended accordingly.

• A 4YO and older horse may have one penalty free win per season for:
o Approved Invited Driver’s races
o When a Junior Driver drives the horse in a designated race that is rating penalty free if

driven by a junior driver or Junior Driver’s race
(For more information refer to section 10 of the Handicapping Regulations)

• Junior Driver Concessions
o A race winning 4YO and older horse driven by a Junior Driver who has won 10 or less

career races, will receive half the ratings points allocated for the race
o A Junior Driver shall be entitled to 6½ seasons as a Junior Driver
(For more information refer to section 10 of the Handicapping Regulations)

• Concessions for 2YO and 3YO winners following their first totalisator win (and 2YOs winning
their first totalisator race if Group or Listed) to be:
o 2YO
 5 points per win for colts and geldings
 4 points per win for fillies
 For all races including Group and Listed races
 Ratings caps remain unchanged

o 3YO
 5 points per win for colts and geldings
 4 points per win for fillies
 Excludes Group and Listed races and will be rated by Ratings matrix
 Ratings caps remain unchanged



Dated this 22nd day of December 2021.

Gary Woodham
Chief Executive

















Race Winners' Matrix 1-Jan-22

Up to $9,000 $9,001-$15,000 $15,001-$29,999

$30,000+ / Group 

& Listed

R35-R49 7 8 8 8

R50 7 7 8 8

R51 7 7 8 8

R52 7 7 8 8

R53 7 7 8 8

R54 6 7 7 8

R55 6 7 7 8

R56 6 7 7 8

R57 6 7 7 8

R58 6 7 7 8

R59 6 7 7 8

R60 5 6 7 7

R61 5 6 7 7

R62 5 6 7 7

R63 5 6 7 7

R64 5 6 7 7

R65 5 6 7 7

R66 5 6 6 7

R67 5 6 6 7

R68 5 6 6 7

R69 5 6 6 7

R70 5 6 6 7

R71 4 5 6 6

R72 4 5 6 6

R73 4 5 6 6

R74 4 5 6 6

R75 4 5 6 6

R76 4 5 6 6

R77 4 5 6 6

R78 4 5 6 6

R79 4 5 6 6

R80 4 5 6 6

R81 3 4 5 6

R82 3 4 5 6

R83 3 4 5 6

R84 3 4 5 6

R85 3 4 5 6

R86 3 4 5 6

R87 3 4 5 6

R88 3 4 5 6

R89 3 4 5 6

R90 2 3 4 5

R91 2 3 4 5

R92 2 3 4 5

R93 2 3 4 5

R94 2 3 4 5

R95 2 3 4 5

R96 2 3 4 5

R97 2 3 4 5

R98 2 3 4 5

R99 2 3 4 5

R100 2 3 4 5

R101 1 2 3 4

R102 1 2 3 4

R103 1 2 3 4

R104 1 2 3 4

R105 1 2 3 4

R106 1 2 3 4

R107 1 2 3 4

R108 1 2 3 4

R109 1 1 2 3

R110 1 1 2 3

R111 1 1 2 3

R112 1 1 2 3

R113 1 1 1 2

R114 1 1 1 2

R115 1 1 1 2

R116 1 1 1 1

R117 1 1 1 1

R118 1 1 1 1

R119 1 1 1 1

R120 0 0 0 0
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